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caftic. In the front of the building is another, and at the weft ¢ 
a round tower. In onc of the rooths ‘over the chimney-piece, under: 
the Leinfter arms, is the date 1573; this was done by Gerald, the 
11th Earl of Kildare, who was wonderfully preferved after the 
cution of his father. In 1552, he was reftored in blood and ho 
by Edward VI. and had that year the Lordthip of Kilkea confirmed 
tohim. He fignalized himfelf in all the fubfequent Irith wars, a 
was a firm fupport of the Englith Government, 
Tue caftle of Kilkea is the property of his Grace the - Duke 6 
Leinfter, and is at prefent inhabited, e 4 
Tus View, which reprefents the fouth-weft afpect, was acs 5 
by Licutenant Danicl Grofe, anno 1792. 1s a 


ati ong ABBEY. 





Mavricr ©’Dubhay founded this abbey for Ciftertians, A. DH y 
1161; it was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and confecrated, A.D. — 7 
1218. In 1235 the Englith forces, under Lord Juftice Fitz-Gerald 
and M‘William, encamped within the abbey walls, and facrilegi« * 
oufly feized all the goods, holy veftments, and chalices, and even i. 
ftripped the monks. This they bitterly complained of, but do not 
tell the reafon, which was their joining with the King of Connaught, . 
to difpoffefs the Englifh. About 1250 the abbot of Boyle was 
Douchard O'Daly, a celebrated poet, who excelled in the hymnal — a 
fpecies. c. 
THE arch ne Tyrone had, in 1595, an army of 2360 men in de 


befieged the abbey. 
In 1603 Sir John King had a grant from. the crown of this abb 
and this was confirmed by another of the’ 7th of January 1618, 


















leges. ‘i ‘ 
Tats View, which oie ei ae afpedt, was drawn a 
by ‘Lieutenant ial a 
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large tr Stewed and thorns. The 
° os tower were forty-five feet in 


re fapported by soiond: pillars 
¢ a group of {mall colurans. 
now filled up, fo as to make 
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COUNTY oF ROSCOMMOR., 


Ix January 1641 twelve hundred rebels, under Con O'Rourke, 
befieged the fecond Sir Charles Coote, who had fucceeded to the 
hereditary bravery of his family, and their eminent talents for war, 
and alfo to the marfhalfhip of Connaught; but the cattle was fo well 
provided, and the garrifon fo faithful and attached to their com. 
mander, that O'Rourke continued but a week before it. In March 
following Sir Charles took Con and moft of his party, and fallying 
out of Caftle Coote, on the camp of the rebels at Creggs, he totally 
defeated them, took all their baggage and provifions, and foon after 
feized a confiderable prey at Ballynatloe, and fo effectually terrified 
them, that he was at liberty to ftore his caftle with corn and 
at his pleafure. 

In 1643 the rebels, with a few fhip-guns and a mortar, t 
Galway: elated with their fuccefs, they believed no place could le 
ftand their attack. They immediately befieged Cuaftle Coote, “ a 
moft painant thorn,” fays my author, “in their fide.” They | scl 
four thoufand horfe and foot, plenty of ammunition, and Saint Loo, 
an experienced Low-Country foldier, for their engineer. Galway 
furnifhed him with gool. and after examining the place, he enter- 
tained no doubts of forcing it to furrender. John Burke, nick-named 
Shane O’Tlevij, general of the rebels, fent a fummons to Sir Charles, - 
fignifying that he was commanded by the Council of the Confede- 
rate Catholics to demand the delivery of the caftle into his hands, a 
for the ufe of his majefty; and if not given up on this fummons, el 
mercy was not to be expected, although for his part he defired not 
the effufion of chriftian blood; yet if fuch a paper houfe fhould be — 
kept againft him, who had fuch an army, fuch artillery, he could 
not, by the practice of war, be cenfured as cruel if no quarter was 
given. The enemy made a regular circumvallation about the caftle; 
yet the garrifon fo nobly attacked each redoubt, as greatly difap- ia 
pointed the befiegers. ‘The commander at Caftle Coote had fent 
notice to the neighbouring forts of his fituation, and requefted that — 
they would unite and extricate him. Burke having notice of this, — 
fent out two parties; one as if going to relieve the caftle, and the 
other to oppofe it. ‘This deception fucceeded; fixty mufketeers 
spaeet one but foon found their error; however, though attacked 
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COUNTY: OF R ROSCOMMON. 
oui hundred men, a made -. their retreat. While this 


































“the creer oat Coote, a pana. 
: Soon after the rebels were: driven: to 


When news arrived of the a 0 with 
d, enemy, more violently than before, 
> garrifons of Boyle, Rofcommon, and 
ct on Burke, who was fo enraged at the con- 
he declared he would rather be captain of two 
garrifon of Caftle Coote, than general of the 
d. The ceffation was foon proclaimed, and 
ath fides ceafed. 
— by’ T. Cocking, 1791. 


OMMON CASTLE. 


ford, in 1268, being Lord Juftice, began to build 
‘Thomas de Clare and O’Brien Roe having con- 
faken and beheaded; yet afterwards the Irth 
| his father-in-law into the mountains of Sliew- 
there fo long, that for want of viétuals they 
feed on horfe-flcth. To ‘obtain their liberty, they 
hoftages, to make fatisfaGtion for O'Brien's death, 
of Rofcommon. » 
nr Pieter, Deputy, took this cattle, which 
and forty years i in, the rebels’ poffeffion, and 
and twenty horfemen to garrifon it. The 
fo long without interruption, for the Earl of 


) sayptobi 1498, took the caftle of Rof- 
ition h seiko ty Connaught, and ftrongly 
= oy 1642, beavely defended 
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COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 


hands of abe latter, and in 1652 was delivered up to Sakae Rey- 
nolds, a parliamentarian officer. < 

View, which reprefents the north-caft afpect, was drawn by 
Y ania ewe. anno 1791. 
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| @LATEIL) Tus View, which reprefents the north-weft afpect, 
asides by 'T’. Cocking, anno 1791. 
















ee he MAC DERMOT'S CASTLE. 


yal ftands in Mac. Deisoca iland, in Looglt Key; the ilead i 
circular and fortified with a wal! fourteen or fifteen feet thick, fo 
that there is no landing on the ifle but at a breach in ‘this wall. Tt 
soe with much wood a fquare cattle, fo covered with i ivy that 
not a ftone can be: feen on bap outfide; and the infide is fo ruinous, 
that no inseriret ¢ can be mee of the mode of building or wank 
+ ide. cennckan. prefent name. from one of the antient Te archs 
‘of ‘this country, who, through jealoufy, always confined his wife 
this fequettered ifland while engaged in warlike expeditions. H 
lover, however, defpifing every | obftacle that fea and walls prefented, 
fwam frequently the main land to vifit his infular fair one. 
‘Tus View was take from an original — in the colle& n 
_ of the Right Honourable William — hee 








‘and: pc way wit. thofe a pee pain it iene’ to me more 
than probable, that it was an antient abbey of Culdecs. - c 
ania He 





86 COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 


Tue church is an oblong building, much ruined; it was divided 
into two parts, and the windows are long loop-holes. At a diftance 
is a little chapel, with two fmall loop-holes to fupply light. Tacitus 
informs us, the Batavians worfhipped an ifland in the river Rhine. 
This fuperftition the Firbolgs, who came from thefe parts, intro- 
duced into Ireland ; and it fell in very exaétly with the practices of 
our Miffionaries, who cultivated the afcetic life. And Gregory of 
Tours affures. us, lakes were facred among the old inhabitants of 
Gaul ; infomuch that a bifhop was obliged to erect a church at the 
head of ¢ a lake, to withdraw their affections from this peculiar error 

rorfhip of the true God; and he concludes with the bapey 
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z is Wid fo early colonized, and fo long poffeffed by wsielbien 
tuft have abounded with their civil and religious cuftoms ; 
‘no place are they more numerous and lefs adulterated than 
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Avren the Culdees retreated from Monaincha, as is related in the 

Ne Antiquitic ‘of Ireland, cited in the beginning of thefe papers, they 

_ conftru¢ted a fmall chapel, not unlike this of Ennifmacreeney, and 

with windows exactly the fame. Many other inftances occur. 

Tuts View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 
n of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 
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as houfe is by no means clearly afcertained. 
affign it to the Dominicans; and as no 
d it, their right feems to be eftablithed. The 
i to-have been the founders; but the annals of 
o Phelim O'Connor, in 1448, whofe kinf- 
‘Tultk, A.D, 1406. This O'Connor was 
“the fame year he beftowed land for the monaftery, 
a: erred in the church. An inquifition, of the 33d Eliza- 
Pet, finds this hoe in poleion of certun parcel of land, par of 
BS which 
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\ COUNTY OF WESTMEATH. 87 
which were in the occupation of the mayor and bailiffs of Galway, 
and were concealed from her majefty and her predeceflors. Nothing 
but the walls of this monaftery remains, and a ftrong pillar of ma- 
fonry, which fupports the ends of two arches which open to a 
chapel. 

Tuis View was drawn by T, Cocking, 1791. 


ABBEY OF MULTIFERNAM. 


A monastery was founded here, A.D. 1236, by William Dela- 
mere, for Conventual Francifcans, but in 1460 it was reformed by =~ 
the friars of the Strict Obfervance. Sir Henry Piers, who writ a _ 4 
defcription of the County of Weftmeath in the laft century, thus 
{peaks of the abbey of Multifernam. 

“Tue frame or fabric, is rather neat and compact than fump- 
tuous or towering, having in the midft, between the body of the 
church and the chancel, an handfome, ftrait, but very narrow fteeple. 
After the diffolution of monafteries, it became the property of — 4 
Alderman Jans, of Dublin, who, or his fucceffors, permitted the 
friars to enter again and here fettle, in as great fplendour as ever: 
here, at and before 1641, they had their church, not only in very 
good repair, but adorned with images, pictures, reliques, &c. In 
the choir, or chancel, they had their organs and chorifters ; they 
had apartments, not only fufficient for their own number, but for 
the reception of many horfe and foot at the time; here they had 
alfo all houfes of offices fit to make preparation for entertainment of 
fuch as came, at all times, to vifit, or otherwife to confult or debate 
their concerns; and here it was that the fatal rebellion, that broke 
out with fo much fury and havock in 1641, was hatched and con- 
trived. This abbey is at this time altogether out of repair.” 

Henry VIII. granted this abbey and its poffeffions to Edmund 
Field, Patrick Clynch, and Philip Penteny, at the fine of 80]. and — 
4l. annually. However, by a record in the auditor general’s office, 
we find Thomas Cufack, of Lifmollin, in the County of Meath, was 


feized of it in the ad James I. 
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s. : COUNTY OF CLARE. } 


_ Tue building, as tradition reports, was committed to the flames 
i the Rochforts, a powerful family.in this country; but the noble 
ruins ftill remaining prove it to have been of excellent workman- 
thip, being conftructed of a handfome black ftone. The foundations 
of the “cloifters may be traced; the fteeple is about fixty feet high, 
with offsets between the ftories. The caft window is entire, but 
quite plain. — 

Tuis View was taken from an original drawing by nail, 3 in the 
colleen, of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 
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Bs chrit nity, in the gth century, 
| ereéted the firft ecclefiaftical ‘fem@ures with lime and ftone; thefe 
were ftone-roofed chapels or oratories for reliques. Thcy are the 


a oldeft and moft curious monuments in Ireland. They are to be 
Es, feet at Glendaloch, in the county of Wicklow; at St. Doulach’s, 





Pe near Dublin; at Cafhel, in the County of Tipperary; and at Porta- 
. — ferry, in the ‘County of Down; and are fimilar to the undercroft at 
Canterbury, to Grymbald’s crypt at Oxford, and to that of St. Wil- 
. frid at. Rippon, This at Killaloe forms a {mall room, and was de- 
i@ figned for: the. feparate admiffion of thofe who came to make their 
7 me atron Saint, St. Molua. 
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T. Bensiey, Punter, 
Bole Court Fleet Street Landon. 








